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scarce for the young wife. The first pickings of the meat went to the
man. The piece was then passed on in order of importance to the
women members of the household. By the time it reached the youno-
wife there was only the bone left. She was excluded from religion and
politics. There were districts where women were not permitted to
sing, it being contrary to religious custom. Small wonder that here
was fertile ground for Soviet propaganda. Secretly the young women
learnt to read and write. After a year or two the bravest and most
enthusiastic themselves became teachers and propagandists. For this
daring to flout custom and authority they often paid the penalty of
a horrible death. A free educated woman not only undermined
Mohammedan power, but was destructive of the authority of the
male. In freeing herself from slavery she was depriving the man of his
slave. Soviet workers paid the utmost penalty equally with the native
workers. The secretary of the institute in Moscow told me how he had
sent a party of twenty-five educational workers to the North Cau-
casus. A year later he himself went down to inspect progress. He found
twelve out of this number had either been killed outright, or so
mutilated that they lay dying. The following year two more paid the
price of opposition to the forces of reaction. They were the heroes of
the educational front.
The peoples inhabiting these areas belong mainly to three ethno-
graphic groups, the Turco-Tatar, the Iranian, and the Japhetic,
There were many minorities among these groups which, like those of
the North, had no written alphabet. Among those who had an alpha-
bet, the most widely used was Arabic. The Mongolian alphabet was
used by such peoples as the Kalmyks, Buryats, and Mongols. There
were also a Jewish alphabet, a Syrian alphabet used by a few Eastern
peoples like the Oyakids, Ossetians, etc., and a Church-Russian
alphabet. This diversity of alphabets acted as a barrier between the
peoples and made Tsarist exploitation easier.
The Arab alphabet was nearly as difficult as the Chinese. Created
over 2,000 years ago, it was only used by a select minority of the
people. It was not used by the masses, though every good Mussulman
carried the printed work of the " Imam-Shah " as a talisman and a
protection against unbelievers. It took from one to two years to learn
the alphabet. Before the ability to put a word together was acquired
the pupil had to memorise 1,624 different shapes, as well as a number
of curves, signs and counter-signs, and hooks, the addition of any
of which changed the sound. A period of twenty-five years was
required to complete the full educational course in a Mohammedan
school.